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Territorial capital is a recent concept, firstly used by the European Commission in regional 
development policies. Although in literature this concept is taken into account in regional 
context, it can also be applied to smaller scales such as rural areas. Territorial capital explores 
the ability of local communities to draw development strategies and generate new territorial 
resources that can be exploited in development strategies by combining three dimensions of 
territory: the tangible assets, intangible assets and the social capital fostered among individuals. 
This approach assumes that territories provide development opportunities that, through social 
interventions, can be transformed into economic assets or sources of value. In our case, we 
examine territorial capital within the context of specific agricultural products (non-timber 
products) associated with forest resources (natural capital) that require a form of territorial 
governance, local know-how (human capital), and coordination networks between 
governmental and non-governmental actors (social capital) in rural areas in Albania. We used 
interview guides and semi-structured questionnaires to examine the access on natural capital, 
the characteristics and evolution of local know-how, and the willingness for cooperation and 
collective action between community members, government bodies and associative actors. The 
results shown that social capital shape the natural and human capital. Forest resources in 
Albania are managed through a combination of legal regulations and customary rights of access 
which complexifies the social capital and its effectiveness on both the use of natural capital and 
the performance of associated local value chains. Local traditions linked to the use of resources 
for different purposes in each area are mainly rooted in traditional knowledge inherited and 
passed from generations. Human capital is built through this inheritance and with support from 
external actors. The duality of access requires the mobilization and coordination of local 
stakeholders to effectively exploit the abundant resources in each region. Indeed, territorial 
capital is conceived as a theoretical and methodological way of linking forest resource 
management, know-how and the mobilization of local stakeholders around these resources. 
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