· Sustainability and resilience of Mediterranean agro-ecosystems 
Climatic vagaries, market instability, political and agri-environmental initiatives and the state of natural resource degradation are taken into account. 

Based on agro-economic approaches, the research and training programs analyse the origins of the environment-development debate, and clarify the dynamics of agro-ecosystems. Moreover, participatory and modelling approaches make it possible to develop conception and assessment methods and tools for agricultural and food systems. Agricultural diversity as well as the diversity of parties involved at plot-farm-area continuum level are also considered.
